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the State approving agency can only 
approve the courses separately. Such a 
course may not be approved if the 
branch or extension neither has admin-
istrative capability nor can qualify for 
an exception to having administrative 
capability. 

(1) A branch or extension is consid-
ered to have an administrative capa-
bility when: 

(i) The branch or extension main-
tains all records and accounts required 
by § 21.4209; 

(ii) The branch or extension des-
ignates a named certifying official; 

(iii) The branch or extension is able 
to furnish to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs without resort to the par-
ent school all reports and certifications 
required by §§ 21.4203 and 21.4204; 

(iv) The branch or extension main-
tains a local mailing address. 

(2) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sions of this paragraph courses may be 
approved separately at a branch or ex-
tension without administrative capa-
bility if the parent facility within the 
same State: 

(i) Maintains a centralized record-
keeping system; 

(ii) Can identify the records of stu-
dents at each branch; 

(iii) Specifies the branch location 
when certifying enrollments. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3672, 3689(c)) 

CROSS REFERENCE: Period of operation of 
course. See § 21.4251. 

[43 FR 35303, Aug. 9, 1978, as amended at 44 
FR 62503, Oct. 31, 1979; 61 FR 26115, May 24, 
1996] 

§ 21.4267 Approval of independent 
study. 

(a) Overview. Except as provided in 
§§ 21.4252(g), 21.7120(c), and 21.7622(f), VA 
may not pay educational assistance for 
a nonaccredited course which is offered 
in whole or in part by independent 
study. Hence, it is necessary to dif-
ferentiate independent study from 
similar courses. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3014, 3523, 3672, 3676(e), 
3680A(a)) 

(b) Definition of independent study. (1) 
VA considers a course to be offered en-
tirely by independent study when— 

(i) It consists of a prescribed program 
of study with provision for interaction 
between the student and the regularly 
employed faculty of the institution of 
higher learning. The interaction may 
be personally or through use of com-
munications technology, including 
mail, telephone, videoconferencing, 
computer technology (to include elec-
tronic mail), and other electronic 
means; 

(ii) It is offered without any regu-
larly scheduled, conventional class-
room or laboratory sessions; and 

(iii) It is not a course listed in para-
graph (c), (d), or (e) of this section. 

(2) VA considers a course to be of-
fered in part by independent study 
when— 

(i) It is an undergraduate course; 
(ii) It is not classified as one of the 

three types of courses listed in para-
graph (c) of this section; 

(iii) It has some weeks when standard 
class sessions are scheduled; and 

(iv) It consists of independent study 
as defined in paragraph (b)(1) of this 
section during those weeks when there 
are no regularly scheduled class ses-
sions. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3523, 3676(e), 3680A(a)) 

(c) Scope of independent study. VA 
does not consider any of the following 
courses to be courses offered by inde-
pendent study. 

(1) A cooperative course as defined in 
§ 21.4233(a); 

(2) A farm cooperative course; or 
(3) A course approved as a cor-

respondence course. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3676(e), 3680A(a)) 

(d) Undergraduate resident training. 
VA considers the following under-
graduate courses to be resident train-
ing. 

(1) A course which meets the require-
ments for resident institutional train-
ing found in § 21.4265(f); 

(2) A course which requires regularly 
scheduled, standard class sessions at 
least once every two weeks and which 
has a total number of class sessions 
equal to the number of credit hours 
awarded for the course, times the num-
ber of weeks in a standard quarter or 
semester, as applicable; 

(3) A course of student teaching; and 

VerDate May<21>2004 15:31 Jul 21, 2004 Jkt 203138 PO 00000 Frm 00315 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\203138T.XXX 203138T



316 

38 CFR Ch. I (7–1–04 Edition) § 21.4270 

(4) Flight training which is an inte-
gral part of a standard undergraduate 
college degree. 

(e) Graduate resident training. VA con-
siders a graduate course to be resident 
training if the course— 

(1) Is offered through regularly sched-
uled, conventional classroom or labora-
tory sessions; or 

(2) Consists of research (either on 
campus or in absentia) necessary for 
the preparation of the student’s— 

(i) Master’s thesis, 
(ii) Doctoral dissertation, or 
(iii) Similar treatise which is pre-

requisite to the degree being pursued; 
or 

(3) Consists of a combination of 
training as described in paragraphs 
(e)(1) and (e)(2) of this section. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3676(e), 3680A(a)) 

(f) Course approval. A State approving 
agency may approve a course offered 
by independent study or a combination 
of independent study and resident 
training only if— 

(1) The course is accredited and leads 
to a standard college degree; and 

(2) The course meets the require-
ments of § 21.4253. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3672, 3675, 3680A(a)(4)) 

[61 FR 6783, Feb. 22, 1996, as amended at 62 
FR 40280, July 28, 1997] 

ASSESSMENT AND PURSUIT OF COURSES 

§ 21.4270 Measurement of courses. 
(a) Measurement of trade, technical, 

and high school courses. Trade, tech-
nical, high school, and high school pre-
paratory courses shall be measured as 
stated in this paragraph. 

(1) Trade and technical courses. (i) Ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (b) of 
this section, if shop practice is an inte-
gral part of a trade or technical course 
not leading to a standard college de-
gree— 

(A) A full-time enrollment is 22 clock 
hours per week (exclusive of supervised 
study) with not more than 21⁄2 hours 
rest period allowance; 

(B) A three-quarter-time enrollment 
is 16 through 21 clock hours per week 
(exclusive of supervised study) with not 
more than 2 hours rest period allow-
ance; 

(C) A one-half-time enrollment is 11 
through 15 clock hours per week (exclu-
sive of supervised study) with not more 
than 11⁄4 hours rest period allowance; 

(D) A less than one-half-time but 
more than one-quarter-time enroll-
ment is 6 through 10 clock hours per 
week (exclusive of supervised study) 
with not more than 3⁄4 hour rest period 
allowance; and 

(E) A quarter-time enrollment is 1 
through 5 clock hours per week (exclu-
sive of supervised study). 

(ii) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section, if theory and class 
instruction constitute more than 50 
percent of the required hours in a trade 
or technical course not leading to a 
standard college degree, enrollments 
will be measured as follows. In meas-
uring net instruction there will be in-
cluded customary intervals not to ex-
ceed 10 minutes between classes. Shop 
practice and rest periods are excluded. 
Supervised instruction periods in a 
school’s shops and the time involved in 
field trips and group instruction may 
be included in computing the clock 
hour requirements. 

(A) A full-time enrollment is 18 clock 
hours net instruction per week (exclu-
sive of supervised study); 

(B) A three-quarter-time enrollment 
is 13 through 17 clock hours net in-
struction per week (exclusive of super-
vised study); 

(C) A one-half-time enrollment is 9 
through 12 clock hours net instruction 
per week (exclusive of supervised 
study); 

(D) A less than one-half-time but 
more than one-quarter-time enroll-
ment is 5 through 8 clock hours net in-
struction per week (exclusive of super-
vised study); and 

(E) A quarter-time enrollment is 1 
through 4 clock hours net instruction 
per week (exclusive of supervised 
study). 

(2) High school courses. If a student is 
pursuing high school courses at a rate 
which would result in an accredited 
high school diploma in four ordinary 
school years, VA considers him or her 
to be enrolled full time. Otherwise, for 
high school enrollments, training time 
will be determined as follows. (For the 
purpose of this paragraph, a unit is not 
less than one hundred and twenty 60- 
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